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Partnerships: Thoughts from the Board

Asfiscal sponsor for so many citizen groups, Berkeley Partners
for Parks creates awhole that is much larger than the sum of
its parts. The summary reports below show how our affiliates
are continuing to transform our local green spaces, while at
the same time energizing people to turn creative ideas into
reality and work together to improve the community. Your
donation to BPFP thus leverages tremendous citizen power.

This year we enlarged the group of affiliatesin our "Greening

Berkeley Hands-On" partnership with UC. The previous 2
years have been tremendoudly successful at getting UC students

Schoolhouse Creek Common

Update 2008

Berkeley Partners for Parks is a citywide
nonprofit devoted to supporting parks and
open space in Berkeley through encouraging
citizen involvement.

out into the community to help us with their l1abor, avery
welcome boost for the neighborhood volunteers. The benefits
for the students are that they have a chanceto really experience
how much can be accomplished by volunteers working together
and they are introduced to parts of town other than the campus
and downtown. Next year's projects will include an increased
focus on resources for children, with Adventure Playground
slated to get rebuilt materials racks and a new layer of sand
spread underfoot and the School Gardens slated for deliveries
of compost and also several new worktables and potting
benches. Our enthusiasm is running high!

As our new community-built park at Virginiaand Curtis came
together, Schoolhouse Creek Common’s third year was much
calmer than thefirst two, with one very muddy exception. We
planted new native shrubs and groundcovers as well as
thousands of wildflower seeds. The one major element |eft to
build was a sitting/gathering area at the eastern “top” of the
park —very much the keystone. Aswe got to know the informal
space we were creating, we settled on awall of unmortared
stones with afairly flat top for sitting. With neighbors and UC
students volunteering, thisfine piece of work that came together
inaday -- if you don’t count the first day, when the forklift
moving the bigger boulders got stuck and needed atriangulation
of tow trucksto pull it out! Still, all’swell that endswell, and
neighbors, Berkeley Adult School students, and casual visitors
are very much enjoying this transformed former blacktop.

Friends of Five Creeks

Friends of Five Creeks, which works to restore creeks and
watersheds from Berkeley to Richmond, continued its growth
with more than 40 work parties and 1500 hours of volunteer
service, weekly “weed warriors’ outings, tables at five fairs
and festivals, a continuing series of public talks, and a new
program of guided walks. Important Berkeley achievements
include freeing Mortar Rock from itspall of ivy and establishing
plants that Native American would have used; restoring Bay
views at Shorebird Park Bay by removing awall of invasive
broom; and, in a growing partnership with East Bay Regional
Park District, removing a carpet of ice plant from the mouth
of Strawberry Creek and aforest of broom at the mouth of
Schoolhouse Creek.












